This work provides an analysis of published historical research on accounting and accountability in local government (LG) and in public organizations with links to LG organizations. The study is expected to identify trends in historical research, the extent of adoption of theoretical perspectives, the nature of sources examined, the periods of time investigated, and the main contributions of published accounting research regarding the accounting"s past in LG.
Introduction
Vast archives of the surviving records of public organizations generally exist around the globe and yet, historically, accounting history research has focused attention on investigations in the private sector. However, increased interest has been shown in recent times in mounting historical studies of public sector accounting in different countries, responding to the considerable potential of this specific research direction, as highlighted by different authors, thereby augmenting an understanding of accounting"s past outside the domain of private enterprises (Previts, Parker, & Coffman, 1990; Carnegie & Napier, 1996; Walker, 2005) .
Whilst public sector accounting, including Local Government (LG) accounting has attracted the attention of some members of the academic and professional community since the end of the 19 th , early 20 th century (e.g. Cooke, 1887; Cleveland, 1909; Metz, 1909; Walker, 1923; Morey, 1933 Morey, , 1934 Welcker, 1934) perhaps as a consequence of the search of increased administrative efficiency 1 , historical investigations on this field have been widely neglected. Nevertheless, despite the paucity of extant research, pioneering historical books on "Accounting and Accountability in Local Government" appeared at the beginning of the 20 th century (i.e., Webb and Webb, 1906, 1908) , although such works enjoyed a better diffusion in the following decades (e.g., Robson, 1931; Laski, Jennings and Robson, 1935; Helmore, 1961; Chinnery, 1967; Smellie, 1968) . Publications on academic journals have started only in the 1960s (i.e. Livock, 1965) , whilst professional journals boast an early diffusion of publications in this field of research (e.g., Force, 1931; Halcrow, 1953) .
The study of accounting and accountability in the public sector embraces different types of organizations, of course. The public sector nowadays can, for instance, be divided into four main groups: local government; central government; public organizations with links 1 Therein the following quote by Harold D. Force (1931) is really illuminating: "It is well known in modern business that complete and scientific accounting produces a knowledge of affairs which is a condition precedent to successful management. The experiences and revelations of the past twenty years in the conduct of public administration in states and cities of the United States have demonstrated the same thing regarding management of public business. Officers have found that to direct intelligently they need to be fully informed. It is the duty of government, as in industry, to render through its officers, the largest possible service at the most economical cost, particularly since social, welfare and commercial services rendered by states and cities have been becoming more costly each year. The problem of the day, therefore, is increased administrative efficiency" (quoted in Welcker, 1934, p. 57) .
to central and local government organizations; and public business entities linked with central government but which can also be funded by private capital. As mentioned, accounting development in LG and in public organizations with links to LG organizations remains underinvestigated. As will be shown based on the investigations undertaken, published historical accounting research has often reflected what is now known as the "traditional approach", where accounting tends to be perceived as a technical practice alone and the State as a nonproblematic, regulatory body (Goddard, 2002, p. 655; see, for example, Coombs & Edwards, 1994; Edwards & Greener, 2003) . There is a need for a rigorous and robust research on the development of systems of accounting and accountability in LG around the globe that recognizes that accounting is also a social practice, with implications for organisational and social functioning, thus necessitating the employment of perspectives drawn from other disciplines, such as sociology, philosophy, psychology and political economy in broad-scope investigations of accounting"s past in LG. Interpretive and critical methodological perspectives emerged based firmly on the social and institutional conception of accounting (see, for example, Chua, 1986; Laughlin, 1995; Baker & Bettner, 1997) , which offer considerable potential to be applied more broadly in the study of systems of accounting and accountability in LG.
Most individuals in the modern era at least are obliged to be members of a LG and, accordingly, to participate in LG affairs, including elections where held, and to pay municipal rates and also other fees and charges for service provision on a user basis. Therefore, LG is an important institution in providing structure and order to our collective lives. It has broadly maintained this role across time and space. Accounting and accountability are, in turn, important in the administration and governance of such organizations and, consequently, in the process of ordering and controlling activities within local communities. Such roles, however, are indeed not new to the modern era.
Drawing on the review of a selected list of generalist accounting journals and specialist accounting history journals since their origin until 2009 -which will be highlighted later in a research methodology section -this paper is intended to provide a critical review of the historical research which has been undertaken on accounting and accountability in LG.
This literature review is intended to enable the identification of the major trends in this area, the conceptions of accounting adopted, whether explicitly or implicitly, and the particular theoretical frameworks used to analyse the different research topics and their possible contribution to a better understanding of accounting"s past, particularly the role of accounting in organizations and society. This study will also embrace the posing of suggestions for possible directions in conducting future research within historical LG investigation.
As mentioned, historical accounting research in the field of public sector has adopted a more "traditional approach", and interpretive and critical research in the field has tended to focus to date mainly on the development of the organized accounting profession in the public sector (Goddard, 2002, p. 656 ; see also Chua & Poullaos, 1993; Chua & Sinclair, 1994 This paper is structured as follows: the second section portrays the research methodology adopted, and concurrently elaborates major clusters of published research. The content of the articles included in the review is then analysed in the following section, according to the main identified strands of research, as well as of minor sub-themes. Building on the results highlighted by the review, section four illuminates hitherto unexplored and/or underdeveloped strands of research. Section five outlines the conclusions and calls for future extensions of this research.
Research methods
As said above, the aim of this paper is to provide a critical review of the research which has been undertaken in the topic of accounting and accountability in LG. However, before proceeding further in pursuing this objective, it is necessary to highlight a definition of "Local Governments" used as basis for the development of this research and elucidate the research methodology adopted and the comprehensive list of journals analysed.
A LG can be defined as "the government of a town, city, county, or region at a local level by locally elected politicians". 2 Consequently, "a local government will typically only have control over their specific geographical region, and can not pass or enforce laws that will affect a wider area. Local governments can elect officials, enact taxes, and do many other things that a national government would do, just on a smaller scale". 3 The words "local government" (LG) imply a political and administrative structure (or organization) which has the "power" to regulate the affairs of people in a particular province or local territory as part of a larger land mass or nation. It is a case of local people who essentially undertake to govern or regulate local people in the "supposed" interests of all in the community (i.e. the public interest). On using the phrase "accounting and accountability in local government" in a sentence, an assumption is made that the local governing rulers or officials are obliged to prepare accounting documents and statements, usually imposed by law and which evolved through time, provide an account of some kind to their constituents (e.g. citizens, higher levels of governments, etc..), thereby highlighting the need of regulated administrative structures, where the use of accounting and other financial information is widespread. The above definitions and assumptions are all useful to enhance an understanding of the nature and scope of the activities of current LGs, as well as to hint at the model of LGs in the past centuries, whose structures varied at a different extent through the centuries and countries.
Therein, it is worth noting that pioneering works have sought to highlight the evolution of the structure of LGs in different countries.
Coombs & Edwards, for example, provided a brief portrayal of the evolution of the structure of local authorities in the context of the geographical region now known as the UK:
The development of a system of local government, broadly defined, began in medieval times with the creation of sheriffs to deal with such matters as the collection of taxes, military organization and law and order. As successive Kings became increasingly worried about the power of these sheriffs, local knights were appointed as justices of the peace to administer law and order. Over time these JPs became responsible for what can be loosely described as county-based government. The King also gave Towns limited rights of selfgovernment in exchange for services rendered. The executive body established to govern the "borough" was the town council, whose composition and power depended on the terms of the Royal Charter.....The process of establishing the present framework for local government began with the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834... (1990, pp.153-154) .
With these premises it is acknowledged that through the different centuries there have been different meanings, models and structures of local authorities in different countries, but a comparative analysis across countries and regions is beyond the scope of this paper. In order to specify the contributions for the review, all of the articles dealing with the broad topic of "Accounting and Accountability in Local Government", published in a mixed list of generalist accounting journals and specialist accounting history journals, were carefully selected and thoroughly analysed. This comprehensive list -and the related analysed issuesis reported in Table 1 . Table 1 shows that the investigations conducted involved three specialist accounting history journals (i.e. ABFH, AH, AHJ), as well as a select list of 10 generalist accounting journals which -in the co-authors" view -were anticipated to contain historical/longitudinal articles on "Accounting and Accountability in Local Government". For example, given the orientation of the review on the Public Sector field, we have also included in the list of journals "Financial Accountability and Management" and the "Journal of Accounting and Public Policy", as well as the "Journal of Accounting Research", which were not included in previous seminal accounting history reviews based on a mix of generalist accounting/specialist accounting history journals (Carmona, 2004, p.10) . On the other hand, we have excluded from our list important journals used in previous reviews (Carmona, 2004) , As recalled above, the analysis has sought to identify the major trends in this area, in order to highlight extant research, and to pose suggestions for possible directions in conducting future research within historical local government investigation. Accordingly, an
Appendix has been built, where for each article the following information is listed: the name(s) of the author(s) of the article; the title of the journal and the references to volumes, issues, and page numbers; the observation period; the location of the study; the local government analysed; the focus of investigation; the theoretical framework adopted, if any; the evidence derived from primary sources and supported by secondary sources.
The analysis done has permitted to select, analyse and highlight the content of thirty articles, a number which reveals that little is known and the field is under-researched. On the basis of the review, four main clusters of studies have been identified, besides an additional residual miscellaneous category. These clusters, together with some of the articles excluded from our review -as we will better explain later in the paper -, have offered relevant -Accounting and accountability in community organisations that were operated within local government organizations.
In the review that follows the articles will be analysed according to the identified research clusters, at the same time proposing, when justified, for each of the category further sub-classifications in sub-themes.
Review of research
In this section an analysis of the content of the articles is presented by sub-headings, according to the main identified streams of research which emerged from the selected works, as mentioned previously. Based on the identified articles from the journals described in Table   1 , the objective of this section is to identify the major trends in this area, the conceptions of accounting adopted, whether explicitly or implicitly, and the particular theoretical frameworks used to analyse the different research topics. On the other hand, the adoption of the accruals model has been analysed within local government authorities by Jones (1985b) . Jones (1985b) used historical analysis to explain why local authorities in the UK adopted the modified accrual models, within the period from mid 19 th to mid 20 th centuries. According to Jones (1985b, p.157) :
… local government accounting throughout its history has been characterised by continuity rather than change (Jones 1985) , and because the period from the middle nineteenth century to the present displays particular continuity, the discussion then has direct relevance for today. The environment may have changed […] but the modified accruals accounting model has remained the same.
Regarding budgetary accounting, Fleischman and Marquette (1987) and Marquette and Fleischman (1992) focused their analysis in the areas of budgeting and cost accounting in US municipalities in a period of 30 years, from 1890 to 1920. Fleischman and Marquette (1987) explored Ohio municipalities since Ohio was the first state to require uniform municipal accounting and one of the first to inaugurate budgeting. According to the authors, municipal research bureaus in major Ohio cities were among the most dynamic in the nation, inspiring important steps forward in cost accounting, budgeting, and the installation of accounting systems. Nonetheless, contributing to this dynamic were accounting professionals.
As stated by Fleischman and Marquette (1987, p. 84) , "the history of municipal accounting reform in Ohio mirrors the efforts of accountants across the United States as they created systems and organizations designed to end corruption in city government".
Within the same temporal frame and theme Marquette and Fleischman (1992) explored the interactions between American government and business which resulted in important innovations in the areas of budgeting and cost accounting early in the twentieth century. According to the authors, budgeting methods were initially developed by municipal reformers of the Progressive era and were subsequently adapted by business for planning and control purposes. In what regards standard costing and variance analysis, these were identified as significant cost accounting techniques born to an industrial environment which came to contribute markedly to a continuing improvement of governmental budgeting procedures. In fact, according to Marquette and Fleischman (1992, p.137) Jones (1985a, p.208 ), the conclusion was that "charge/discharge accounting was determined by its originally feudal context but that it persisted down the years and pervaded the economy as a written manifestation of the "obligation to serve" imposed by governments of the locality on inhabitants". Bergevarn and Olson (1989) Monsen (2002) presented an overview of the historical development of cameral accounting, and thereafter explained the cameral book-keeping method, portraying its use to control public money, mainly, but not only, in Germany, dating from the 1500s. The author ended by arguing that cameral accounting can continue to be applied and that "it is possible to use the same account (i.e., the cameral account structure) both for the core administrative sector (administrative cameralistics) and for the publicly owned enterprises (enterprise cameralistics)" (p.72).
Regarding the sub-theme of municipal accounting and audit developments, it is worth highlight the fact that most of the studies are longitudinal, starting in the Middle Ages until the 20 th century, and there is a diverse range of countries object of analysis. Characteristic to all the studies is the demonstration that there was a slow development of municipal accounting, with the basic principles remaining the same though time.
Medieval municipal accounting
The contribution to accounting history research of the analysis of primary sources dating from medieval times is quite important to a broader understanding of municipal accounting, although additional difficulties arise when trying to analyse old medieval accounting records. Martinelli (1983) and Thick (1999) have focussed on the contents of medieval accounting records, from Genoa and Southampton respectively. Martinelli (1983) examined the content of the oldest Genoese ledgers, the well known Cartularies, in order to enhance an understanding of the origin of Double Entry Book-keeping, for the years 1340 and 1341. Martinelli (1983) also suggested that "the rapid spread of the use of the system over Nothern Italy can be explained by the mathematical controls which the system provides, by the geographic proximity of the key centres in that region, by the frequent communications resulting from trade, and by general cultural borrowing" (p.117).
Thick ( The reduced number of studies on medieval municipal accounting demonstrates that difficulties arise when trying to analyse old records from distant time periods. Nonetheless, the studies have shown that even in medieval times bookkeeping systems were developed to answer the needs of its users and the importance of using accounting records to exercise control.
Accounting for municipal corporations
In what concerns municipal corporations, Livock in 1965 had already developed a longitudinal analysis, from 1532 to 1835, of the accounting system in Bristol Corporation. It mainly focused on two distinct periods, where the years 1785 and 1786 marked the accounting change. Livock (1965, p.101 ) compared the accounting system of the corporation of Bristol with research conducted in other British cities and concluded that "after 1785 accrual accounting began, but, until the end of the nineteenth century, no balance sheet was produced. Nevertheless, the accounting system in Bristol was well up to contemporary standards and ahead of some other corporate bodies".
Edwards (1992) has compared and contrasted the development of external reporting regulations and practices in non-regulated companies, public utility companies and municipal corporations, and drawing on the theoretical underpinning of the agency-theory has explored the mechanism for accounting change, regarding the span of time from 1835 to 1933. Edwards (1992) highlighted the following conclusion:
… findings suggest that companies and municipal corporations displayed a common interest in a wide range of accounting issues, and that, on various occasions, one or the other was at a different point along a developmental path. Whether or not that path led towards an improvement of procedures is a matter of debate, however, since it is by no means clear that the accounting procedures used by companies were, at any point in time, in any respect superior to those employed by municipal corporations, or vice versa. (p.71) Coombs and Edwards (1992) (pp.197-198) Coombs and Edwards (1993) also examined the developments in the form and content of financial reports published by municipal corporations in a "stewardship environment", and the auditing requirements attaching to those reports, for the period between 1835 and 1974.
The analysis showed that "statements published focused on cash inflows and outflows during the previous accounting period but did not include a balance sheet; a state of affairs which was perfectly natural in view of the wording contained in various statutes, and the continued primacy of charge and discharge accounting among local authorities" (p.46). Coombs and Edwards (1994) prosecuted their analysis of municipal corporations by using primary records to examine the transition from the charge/discharge system to the double entry bookkeeping system. The findings were then used as the basis for evaluating general explanations for the adoption of double entry bookkeeping, as interpreted by Jones (1992) in the context of municipal corporations. The analysis of municipal corporations in UK was made for the period after 1835 till the end of the 19 th century. Coombs and Edwards (1994, p.177) concluded that:
… the system of charge/discharge accounting increasingly proved inadequate to meet the needs of municipal corporations due to the number, nature and rapidly expanding range of transactions undertaken during the late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. The move to DEB occurred at different points in time at different boroughs and, even within the same borough, was not adopted at a single date for all activities. Coombs and Edwards (1995) have further investigated the development of the financial reporting practices of British municipal corporations, exploring the relationship between accounting theory and observed accounting practices, and examining both the environmental factors responsible for accounting change and the specific influences that proved crucial at particular points in time. The time period covered in the analysis goes from 1835 to 1933. The evidences showed that "the statutory support provided for the publication of cash-based accounts proved an obstacle to the move towards accruals accounting, but it was one that was overcome. The factors bringing about accounting change were many and varied" (Coombs & Edwards, 1995, p.104) .
Finally, Brackenborough (2003) examined the consequences of the increase in public accountability of local authorities in England and Wales in the context of the Newcastle Corporation, the body responsible for collecting and distributing the town"s wealth. The article focused on the use of accounting data by the Newcastle Corporation and its opponents as a lobbying tool to promote their interests, on the first half of the 19 th century. As argued by Brackenborough (2003, p.69) , "opposition fuelled by the increasing availability of accounting data put greater pressure on the Corporation".
The sub-theme on accounting for municipal corporations is completed focussed on UK corporations. Different corporations from different towns were analysed with diverse research interests, such as financial reporting practices, the transition from the charge/discharge system to the double entry bookkeeping or the evolution of accounting for capital expenditure within municipal corporations. An important aspect of these articles is the focus on the 19 th century, with the exception of Livock (1965) which is a broader longitudinal study. Within the 19 th century, the year 1835 has a considerable importance, with most of the studies starting or ending their analysis in this year. The Municipal Reform Act occurred in 1835 and this Act marks a period of change. The period after the 1835 Act is described by Coombs and Edwards (1993) , Edwards (1992) and Jones (1989 Jones ( , 1992 as "the "watershed" years in the way that local authorities approached accounting" (Brackenborough, 2003, pp. 46-47) .
Accounting and the interplay between local government and central government
The study of the interplay between local government and central government has been focused in the 19 th and 20 th centuries and in the United Kingdom (Jones, 1989; Gill-McLure, Ironside & Seifert, 2003; Walker, 2004) . Nonetheless a previous period, from 1525 to 1692 in Spain, has also been analysed by Carmona and Donoso (2004) . Jones (1989) , in the UK, examined the main accounting problems fostered by the allocation of central establishment charges within local government accounting. According to Jones (1989, p.68 ):
…municipal corporations, in essential respects, may have entered the twentieth century relatively free from central control (relative to the rest of local government, that is) but even for them, compared with the freedom they enjoyed before 1835, there had been radical intervention. Thus there was a chaos of local government precisely because central government was attempting to make sense of it, in order to control it. While the advocacy of accounting records and accounting publicity to render the poor visible were stimulated by the need to manage the cost of poor relief they also satisfied an aspiration to control the objects of relief. In this respect there are distinct parallels with Foucault"s assertions about surveillance, moralisation, social control, the exercise of power in systems of public welfare provision and punishment in the modern state…
Gill
Finally, and with a focus outside the UK, Carmona and Donoso (2004) , through the lens of Institutional Sociology, examined the role of cost systems in early regulated markets by focusing on the case of the soap production and distribution monopoly in the City of Seville. In a scenario where disputes between the Duke of Alcalá and the local government (the parties) about the fair price of a pound of soap were negotiated after the development of tests that replicated the soap production process and determined its cost through complex calculations, the article highlighted that the test and its accompanying cost calculations provided credibility to the parties before their external constituents. As argued by Carmona and Donoso (2004, p. 150) :
… in accordance with predictions of institutional sociologists the legitimizing effects of the tests outweighed their intended, economic purposes of price setting (Meyer and Rowan, 1977; Carruthers, 1995) . In practice, cost calculations became a rhetorical element in arriving at a price for soap. As we have seen, the price-setting decision did not necessarily draw upon the outcome of the tests. In the 1525 test, for example, the production cost was 5.125 maravedíes, but the price was set at 6 maravedíes because of the strong performance of olive oil in the test… Although the sub-theme of accounting and the interplay between local government and central government has also focused on the 19 th and 20 th century in the UK, more recent studies have provided different perspectives of analysis, highlighted by the adoption of an interpretative theoretical framework.
Accounting and accountability in community organisations operated within local government organizations
Lacombe-Saboly (1997) analysed the hospitals of Toulouse and Albi, in France, from late seventeenth to the beginning of the nineteenth century. The article described hospital organization and accounting practices, and concurrently showed how the accounting model Venice biennale was a former public body initially embedded since 1895 within the municipal corporation of Venice, later enjoying for a long period the legal status of a self-governing body , and more recently converted at the end of the 1990s in a private body called the "Società di Cultura La Biennale di Venezia". The changes in the legal status of the Biennale also implicated changes within the accounting and control systems of the body. For the period when the Biennale became a self-governing body, Barbato and Mio (2007, p.203) highlighted the fact that "especially on the basis of the preparation of the budgets as well as the financial statements, which has been expressly represented since 1979, is linked with the authorising purpose served by the national budget". This implied that:
… the budget of the Biennale depends on the sum provided by the national budget (Ministry of Arts). The budget sets out the limits within which the operators must work, authorising them to secure the expected revenues, manage the expenses and spend within the limits of the planned amounts. The focus and the meaning of the control and monitoring function revolve, therefore, around the possible existence of legitimate grounds for every operation (authorising approach). (p.203)
Contrasting with the previous sections, the sub-theme accounting and accountability in community organisations operated within local government organizations has provided analysis of community organizations in non-Anglo countries, enriching the accounting history literature on accounting and accountability in LG.
Miscellaneous
Soybel ( Analysis of the adjusted and unadjusted financial information reveals that most of New York City"s accounting practices understated expenditures and overstated revenues, so that the City"s annual operating surplus (deficit) was routinely, and in most years substantially, overstated (understated). In fact, had the City conformed to generally accepted accounting principles, it would have reported an operating deficit in all of the fifteen years studied; this is reflected in the fact that adjusted (Revenues less Expenditures) per capita is negative throughout the period… (Soybel, 1992 of "a plain regular Method" to modern municipal accounting concepts as articulated by the GASB. "These analysis show The Town Officer to be a significant contribution to accounting literature not only for its 1791 publication date, but also for the similarity of its content to present day municipal accounting objectives and requirements" (p.57).
Morecroft, Coffman, and Jensen (2000) analysed state and municipal accounting, as well as IRS, from early to mid 20th century, in the US. The work documented the contributions of T. Coleman Andrews to accounting and administrative reform through the public-service positions he held in government at local, state and national levels. "Throughout his long career, T. Coleman Andrews was a crusader for the power of a properly designed accounting system to foster efficiency and effectiveness in complex and inherently political government organizations" (Morecroft et al., 2000, p.245) . Nonetheless, after a long career the conclusion was that effective reforms need political support, as stated by Morecroft et al. (2000, p.255 
):
After leaving the IRS, he continued to press for reform in government and taxation. In the end, he became convinced that further administrative reforms would not be sufficient, and that effective reform would require a coordinated political effort to unseat entrenched interests in Washington. To this end, Andrews became increasingly involved in political activities that culminated in his run for the presidency of the US.
Sargiacomo (2006) In the case presented here, the Commune of Penne has been considered as a "microscopic entity" belonging to the "wider universe" composed by the Southern Italian feudal communes facing the same or similar set of environmental conditions. This required taking into account multiple surrounding environmental factors, including not only the Dukedom of Parma and the Vice-Kingdom of Naples, but also powerful local agents, represented by both aristocratic and wealthy families, and by religious institutions.
Moussalli (2008) focused on the US State and Local government accounting in 19
th century to prepare a literature review which allowed describing what it tells us about its subject, to comment on the strengths and weaknesses of the literature, and to identify the research opportunities it creates. Moussalli (2008) argued that:
This review suggests the need for considerable descriptive work into the accounting and reporting methods used by different governmental entities in the U.S. in the 1800"s. Financial documents and bookkeeping techniques in many places at many different times need to be described in detail. This work must precede histories of specific topics and the testing of various theories using historical data. 
Hitherto unexplored and /or underestimated trends of research
From the above analysis it emerges a prevalence of studies addressed to investigate either the adoption, use and institutionalization of accounting and financial practices in local government (i.e. "cost and budgetary accounting, municipal accounting and audit development, as well as medieval municipal accounting") or accounting for municipal corporations. Nevertheless, if on the one hand we can say that extant research on municipal corporations has been concentrated to date on UK scenarios, the first cluster of literature review reveals also some significant exceptions addressed to Italy, Sweden, Germany and Russia (see Table 2 ). Accordingly, and echoing one of the major calls raised by previous seminal reviews (Carnegie and Potter, 2000; Carmona, 2004) , there is still much to learn about the use of accounting and accountability in local government in non Anglophone scenarios. Further, the fourth cluster of studies -focussed on accounting and accountability in community organisations operated within local government authorities -has showed only a small interest of the academia on hospitals and cultural as well as on instrumental LGs institutions. Surprisingly, these publications are all coming from Italy and France, thereby leaving more space to Anglophone studies 4 , as well as raising a call for studies for the hitherto globally neglected other relevant bodies which can be operated within local government authorities, such as transports (i.e., tramway, railway, omnibuses...), public utilities (e.g. gas), education, water and declamation consortia services, prisons, theatres, as well as charity institutions.
Glancing through the review it is easy to argue that the literature has rarely illuminated relatively neglected observation periods (see Table 3 6 ). Importantly, extant research -referring to all the identified main clusters of investigations -seems to miss also the potential of "Comparative International Accounting History" research (Carnegie and Napier, 2002) , as there are no studies which have concurrently analysed the accounting systems of different Local Governments/Authorities belonging to different countries. Moreover, very few articles have been underpinned by theoretical perspectives (e.g. Agency Theory, Institutional Sociology, and Theory of the Myth). A partial explanation of this lack is provided by the fact that the "New Accounting History" has been launched only in the last two decades by Miller, Hopper and Laughlin, (1991) . Nonetheless, it cannot be denied that different theoretical frameworks have been applied in several past and recent historical studies in the public sector fields, both in "Local Government research" (e.g. Coombs and Edwards, 1995; Carmona and Donoso, 2004; Walker, 2004) and in the "Accounting and the State" literature (e.g. Miller, 1990; Gomes, Carnegie and Rodrigues, 2008; Sargiacomo, 2008 Sargiacomo, , 2009 . Accordingly, the use of theoretical frameworks for a better understanding of accounting"s past and the role of accounting in organizations and society is strongly recommended in future studies.
Importantly, other possible strands of researches emerge from a bunch of important articles which were not included in the review, as they were not clearly focussed on LGs, but in the co-author"s view are really significant for highlighting possible pathways for future research. Engstrom and Shockley (1985) , for example, have dealt with stewardship reporting, depicting it as an important tool in the establishment and development of the American Colonies, and illustrating examples of the financial reporting developed for the Georgia Colony at the end of the 18 th century by the accountant Harman Verelst. That said, the interplay between LGs and Central Governments for the management of colonies inside or outside the boundaries of the territorial states seems a clear underestimated strand of research.
Another potential research pathway is suggested by Figlewicz, Anderson, and Strupeck (1985) , whose article has presented a condensed history of significant post 1900 developments in nonbusiness financial accounting practices and standards. Again, glancing through the literature, it seems that there is a need of more historical studies on the developments of accounting interrelations of LGs and nongovernmental, nonbusiness entities.
Relatedly, Napier (1991) , by examining the accounting information used to manage the large aristocratic Marquesses of Bute Estate, and highlighting its relevance in the light of the economic, political and social objectives of the nineteenth century British Aristocracy, has perhaps illuminated one more possible strand of research on the interplay of aristocratic estate management and the satisfaction of public interest needs by LGs, which perhaps deserve a better attention by the accounting community in the near future.
Conclusions and call for future extensions of LG research
This work provided an analysis of a selection of published historical research on accounting and accountability in LG and in public organizations with links to LG organizations. This study contributes to accounting history literature by identifying trends in historical research, the extent of adoption of theoretical perspectives, the archival sources examined, the periods of time reviewed, and the main contributions of published accounting research regarding the accounting"s past in LG.
Accordingly, and based on an analysis of 30 articles selected from the three specialist accounting history journals and 10 generalist accounting journals 7 , until 2009, the analysis confirms that historical investigations on LG are still underdeveloped and, although strongly based on the archive, have mainly adopted a traditional approach, with only a few articles adopting a theoretical framework to interpret the findings (Bergevarn & Olson, 1989; Edwards, 1992; Carmona & Donoso, 2004; Walker, 2004; and Riccaboni et al., 2006) . The According to Gomes (2008 p.496 ) "the conception of accounting as a social practice and the adoption of interpretive and critical perspectives in studying accounting"s past have created new possibilities for accounting history research and its scholars as well as emerging scholars in the field". These new possibilities also apply to specific research in accounting and accountability in LG.
LGs exist for centuries, a vast period of analysis and the development of LG authorities from ancient times to the recent past can provide us with a better understanding of accounting change from the consideration of the context in which accounting practices were situated and also by the adoption of diversified theoretical perspectives and methodological approaches. The fact that the propensity of the public sector to preserve primary research records, when compared with private entities, is higher (Carnegie & Napier, 1996) , reinforces that the future of accounting history research in accounting and accountability in LG is a promising one.
This study has sought to contribute to accounting history research by identifying Finally, the potential of "Comparative International Accounting History" research (Carnegie and Rodrigues, 2007; Carnegie and Napier, 2002) , has to be explored as there are no studies which have concurrently analysed the accounting systems of different Local Governments/Authorities belonging to different countries. Venice biennale The article critically and systematically reviews the evolution of the accounting system and management control within the Venice Biennale. Venice biennale was a former public body initially embedded since 1895 within the municipal corporation of Venice, later enjoying for a long period the legal status of a self-governing body The article examines the role of cost systems in early regulated markets by focusing on the case of the soap production and distribution monopoly in the City of Seville. In a scenario where disputes between the Duke of Alcal a and the local government (the parties) about the fair price of a pound of soap were negotiated after the development of tests that replicated the soap production process and determined its cost through complex calculations, the article highlights that the test and its accompanying cost calculations provided credibility to the parties before their external constituents. The article uses principally the records of municipal corporations to examine the transition from the charge/discharge system to the double entry bookkeeping. The findings are then used as the basis for evaluating general explanations for the adoption of double entry bookkeeping (Yamey, 1956) , as interpreted by Jones (1992) The article examines certain interactions between American government and business which resulted in important innovations in the areas of budgeting and cost accounting early in the twentieth century. The evidence suggests that budgeting methods were initially developed by municipal reformers of the Progressive era and were subsequently adapted by business for planning and control purposes. In like fashion, standard costing and variance analysis were significant cost accounting techniques born to an industrial environment which came to contribute markedly to a continuing improvement of governmental budgeting procedures. 
